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PUBLIC LIBRARICS &
CLIMATE ACTION

In the face of escalating climate-related risks, the world faces an urgent need to
act to protect the environment and mitigate the climate crisis.

Within the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations
in 2015, particular emphasis is placed on climate-related objectives to be achieved
by 2030. Among these are key measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
support renewable energy, promote sustainable agriculture, and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

Achieving these goals is essential to ensuring a clean environment and a stable
climate for future generations.

Public libraries as key partners

Public libraries are playing an increasingly significant role in advancing the SDGs, serving not
only as places that provide access to knowledge but also as vital hubs of support for local
communities. Libraries can actively contribute to the achievement of individual goals by:

¢ Ensuring access to information: Equal access to information and knowledge is a
crucial aspect of sustainable development. As open and universally accessible
institutions, libraries play an important role in combating digital and informational
exclusion.

e Supporting education: Libraries support both formal and informal education by
offering resources, courses, workshops and programmes tailored to the needs of
different age groups. Their contribution to lifelong learning helps develop skills that
are essential in a rapidly changing world.

¢ Promoting equality and social inclusion: By being accessible to everyone, regardless
of social status, age or background, public libraries help reduce social inequalities and
promote equal opportunities.

Countries with more climate-related activities in libraries
generally have lower greenhouse gas emissions per person.
People feel they have more exposure to climate information

in countries with more library climate activities.



The *Green Library“ initiative, organised by the Polish Librarians’ Association (SBP)
from 18 September to 31 October 2024, aimed to promote the environmental and
climate-related work undertaken by public libraries and to raise ecological awareness
among their users.

The event was divided into five stages: library recruitment; the preparation and
administration of surveys for library staff and users; and the analysis of the collected
data.

In the first stage, libraries registered their participation by completing a form on their pro-
environmental initiatives and investments, as well as activities directed at users. The team
responsible for assessing social impact then developed questionnaires for staff and for
users. During the initiative, libraries used prepared promotional materials to encourage
broader participation.

The aims of the initiative were to:

1.Examine the activities undertaken by libraries related to climate action, environmental
protection, sustainable development, and other current ecological challenges.

2.Assess the needs of library users concerning such pro-environmental activities.

3.Investigate the impact of libraries—including the positive benefits of contact with and
use of library services—on climate mitigation, environmental protection, and sustainable
development.

4. Inform users about potential pro-environmental measures libraries can implement.

5. Promote libraries as institutions that support action on climate, biodiversity, and the
natural environment.

This report presents the findings of the pilot study conducted
as part of the “Green Library“ initiative.
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Twelve public libraries took part
in the "Green library® initiative

Biblioteka Publiczna Gminy Sulechow

Biblioteka Publiczna w Siedlisku

Gminna Biblioteka Publiczna w Zaborze
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna im. Edwarda Stachury w Nowej Soli
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Gubinie
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Zarach
Wojewddzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna im. Cypriana Norwida w Zielonej Gorze
8. Gminna Biblioteka Publiczna im. Ambrozego Grabowskiego w Ketach
9. Gminna Biblioteka w Niechlowie
10. Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna im. sw. Jana Pawta IT w Rawie Mazowieckiej
11. Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Brzezinach
12. Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Obrzycku Instytucja Kultury
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Pro-environmental changes
& investments in libraries

The most commonly implemented environmental activities include waste
separation, both in staff areas and in spaces accessible to users. Posting
information about environmental initiatives on social media is also widespread,
indicating a strong interest in engaging the local community and raising
ecological awareness. Libraries are also eager to create book-exchange
spaces (bookcrossing), which not only support recycling but also promote the
idea of reusing resources.

Moderately implemented actions include the use of energy-efficient lighting,
upcycling materials and the purchase of recycled products. Although present
in many libraries, these initiatives have not yet become standard practice
across all libraries, which may be attributable to budgetary or logistical
constraints.

Less common are activities that require greater financial investment or
infrastructure changes, such as improving the energy efficiency of buildings
or using rainwater for plant irrigation. Similarly, reducing business travel in
favour of online meetings or public transport is not yet widely adopted.

Libraries tend to focus on simple pro-environmental practices that can be
integrated into existing operational routines. Caring for greenery around library
buildings is pursued less intensively, which may result from limited space or
lack of capacity. Email printing is low, which may be a positive trend indicating
reduced paper consumption.

Overall, most libraries implement basic environmental practices that are
relatively easy to introduce and do not require substantial funding. More
advanced ecological initiatives - those requiring larger investments

- are implemented only occasionally, suggesting a potential direction
for future development of environmental activities in libraries.



Libraries are getting greener

Bicycle parking provided for staff

Creating space for a bookcrossing

Lighting replaced with
energy-efficient solutions

Information on environmental
activities published on social media

Upcycling withdrawn
or damaged items

Staff trained in environmentally
responsible workplace practices

Use of energy-efficient
office appliances

Waste separation system
introduced in staff areas

Waste separation system
introduced for users

Buying of products made
from recycled materials

not at all

to a small
extent

to a great
extent

8

fully
implemented
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to a small to a great fully
extent extent implemented

not at all

Business travel by car
replaced with online meetings

Pro-ecological practices introduced
(e.g. wildflower meadows, educational
trails, eco-playgrounds)

Business travel by car replaced 1
with the use of public transport

\I

Enerqy efficiency
of buildings improved

Rainwater used for watering
plants or green areas

Environmental criteria defined
in procurement processes

The chart illustrates the range of pro-environmental actions
undertaken by the libraries participating in the initiative
during the three years preceding the study.

The vertical axis lists specific initiatives, such as replacing lighting with energy-
efficient solutions or introducing waste separation. The horizontal axis shows the
degree to which these initiatives were implemented, using the cateqories not at all,
to a small extent, to a great extent, and fully implemented.

The figures in the table cells represent the number of libraries that selected each
response option. The bars indicate the median value for the responses.



Cveryday ecological practices

never rarely hard to say often always

I s ro s 1 . 1 . 1 . 14 | 52
ittt 2 . O | 4 | 16 | 47
Water is used sparingly 1 | (@) | 8 : 16 : 44
Issues related to excessive 2 : O : 1 4 : 17 : 3 6
energy or water use are reported I I I I
R 4o 1) 12 1| A
Waste is sorted 5 : 7 : 14 : 13

z::.t:& T:I:\;ul?bs;c:‘ryt::ee Sc:clred for 9 : 5 : 14 : 1 8

Emails are printed 16

Data refer to 69 members of library staff.

The numbers shown in the table indicate the distribution of responses

(the number of staff members) who selected each option for a given question.
The bars represent the median (the middle value) for the responses.



Activities for library users
related to environment
and climate protection

The findings show that 67% of libraries organised lectures and workshops
for adult users, including sessions on environmental protection, climate
change, and sustainable development. In addition, 17% invited experts
and researchers to deliver talks, demonstrating a commitment to
providing reliable information and supporting environmental education.

Meanwhile, 83% of libraries offered lessons and workshops for children
and young people, and also promoted ecological literature.

This indicates strong engagement in nurturing environmental awareness
from an early age.

Nevertheless, some areas remain unaddressed, such as the latest
scientific research on climate change and forward-looking climate
scenarios.

These findings suggest that although libraries are actively involved
in climate-related initiatives, there remains scope to broaden the
thematic range, which could enhance the impact of their activities.
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Lectures, workshops and meetings
for adult users
in the 12 months preceding the study

libraries

(67%) organised lectures and workshops on climate
change, environmental protection, sustainable
development, and other current ecological issues.

libraries

(17%) invited experts, researchers and climate
activists to deliver talks and lead discussions.

libraries

did not undertake any of these tasks.

Libraries addressed a wide range

of themes during events for adult users.
Libraries that organised lectures

or workshops discussed, on average,
five topics relevant to the environment
and the climate.

The themes that were not covered
during the period examined were:

the latest scientific research on climate change,
future scenarios for the Earth’s climate,
the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda,

[ ]
o
[ ]
® poaching and the illegal trade in species.
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Topics covered in lectures, workshops

and meetings for adult users

Waste separation,
recycling and upcycling

Biodiversity and its importance
for humans

The role of insects in the ecosystem

Current measures for protecting
the environment at local, national
and global levels

Causes and effects of climate change

Air protection and tackling pollution

Deforestation and forest degradation

Contamination of rivers, lakes,
seas and ocedns

Climate policies at local, national
and global levels

Composting, soil protection
and sustainable agriculture

Natural disasters and extreme
weather events

13%
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Educational activities for children,
young people and families
in the 12 months preceding the study

libraries

(83%) offered lessons and workshops for children and young
people on caring for the environment and the climate;

and likewise, (83%) promoted ecology-themed books
and reading materials among children and young people.

libraries

(383%) organised a competition on environment
and climate protection for young library users.

library

(8%) organised an outdoor game focused
on environment and climate protection.

Events for children, young people and families
typically covered around four themes.

The topics that were not addressed included:

® the latest scientific research on climate change,
® poaching and the illegal trade in protected species.
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Topics of educational activities for children,
young people and families

Waste separation,
recycling and upcycling

Biodiversity and its importance
for humans

The role of insects
in the ecosystem

Air protection and tackling
pollution

Current measures for protecting
the environment

Deforestation and forest
degradation

Causes and effects
of climate change

Contamination of rivers, lakes,
seas and oceadns

Future scenarios
for the Earth’s climate

Climate policies at local, national
and global levels

Composting, soil protection
and sustainable agriculture

The Sustainable Development
Goals and the 2030 Agenda

Natural disasters and extreme
weather events

8%

8%

8%

8%

8%
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Book and multimedia collections

Most libraries undertake initiatives to promote environmental
awareness, particularly by collecting and providing access
to traditional materials such as books and magazines.
Activities involving multimedia resources or the creation

of dedicated thematic collections are less common,
suggesting a potential area for future development.

92%

provided a collection of printed books,
magazines or films
on environmental and climate issues

17%

provided environmental-themed
e-books or audiobooks

58%

created the book displays on
climate change,
environmental protection,

8%
created a

dedicated eco-

sustainable development themed collection

and other current ecological
issues

8%

none of that
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Sustainable transport
promotion

Most libraries show a clear willingness to promote environmentally
friendly transport solutions. Their main focus is on making it easier
for people to use bicycles and e-scooters, as these measures

are simple to introduce and relatively low-cost. Organising group
bicycle rides strengthens the libraries’ pro-environmental message
while also supporting social connections. Although promoting the
use of public transport is less common, it remains a potential area
for growth, enabling libraries to contribute even more effectively
to sustainable development and environmental protection.

50% 33%

permitted to park organised group
bicycles or e-scooters bicycle rides with users
in front of the library

17%

none of that

16



Local coalitions

Libraries are strongly engaged in pro-environmental activities,
particularly through collaboration with local environmental
organisations. Taking part in clean-up initiatives, promoting
volunteering, and planting trees and shrubs all demonstrate that
libraries not only support environmental protection but also
actively involve their users in climate action and sustainable
development.

83%

worked in partnership
with local environmental organisations

25%

encouraged users
to take part in
volunteering for
the environment

33%

took part in green-area

clean-up activities

8%

none of that
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Providing information

Providing guidance on environmentally friendly practices enables
users to gain practical information they can apply in their daily
lives, reflecting the libraries” hands-on approach to education.
Organising experience-sharing meetings helps to build a sense of
community around shared environmental values. Through such
events, libraries create spaces for dialogue and collaboration,
engaging the local community in environmental action. Social
media campaigns allow libraries to reach a much wider audience,
including people who may not visit them in person.

h2%

provided guidance or

life-hacks on
sustainable living

h2%

organised good
practice-sharing 17%
meetings for users none of that

18



Users of seven public libraries took part in the survey
conducted as part of the *Green Library“ initiative

Biblioteka Publiczna Gminy Sulechdéw - 3 respondents

Biblioteka Publiczna w Siedlisku - 21 respondents
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna im. Edwarda Stachury w Nowej Soli - 4 respondents
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Gubinie - 72 respondents
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Zarach - 5 respondents
Wojewddzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna
im. Cypriana Norwida w Zielonej Gorze - 21 respondents

12. Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w Obrzycku Instytucja Kultury - 4 respondents

19



Profile of respondents

Education level

university level

25-44

45-60

60+

high school

16-19

20-24

vocational

primary
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What “green” library users do?

no, but I would
be interested

I received help in finding information
on ecology, environmental protection
and climate action

I received help in choosing books on ecology,
environmental protection and climate issues

In the library, I have read newspapers,
magazines or databases articles about
ecology, environmental protection or climate

I have borrowed books on ecology,
environmental protection or climate action

I have used e-books (e.g. via Legimi, IBUK
Libra or EmpikGO) on ecology, environmental
protection and climate action

I have borrowed multimedia (films or games)
on ecology and environmental protection
or climate-related issues

The data refer to 130 users.
The figures in the table show the distribution of responses (the percentage of users)
who selected each answer option for the given question.
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What “green” library users
engage in?

I viewed exhibitions organised by the library

on ecology, environmental protection
or climate issues

I participated in library events related
to ecology, environmental protection
or climate issues

I participated in meetings or talks
about ecology, environmental protection
or climate issues

I participated in courses or workshops
on ecology, environmental protection
or climate issue

I was involved in charity actions
or environmental volunteering
organised by the library

The data refer to 130 users.

e no, but I would
y be interested

16%

15%

15%

14%

The figures in the table show the distribution of responses (the percentage of users)
who selected each answer option for the given question.
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Users gained or expanded
their knowledge of...

I do not agree not applicable

impact of climate change 49%
on human life and the environment °
different methods °
of environmental protection 447
causes and effects of climate change 406%
current environmental protection 50%
measures at local, hational or global level ©
ways to reduce one’s carbon footprint 55%
Sustainable Development Goals

P 56%

and the 2030 Agenda

Only values of 10% or higher are shown.

The data refer to 130 users.

The figures in the table indicate the distribution of responses (the percentage
of users) who selected each answer option for the given question.
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Users developed
their skills in...

I do not agree not applicable

separating waste and composting 39%
ways of saving water and energy at home 40%
using public transport, bicycles L6%
or other forms of sustainable mobility °
building nature-supporting structures, 51%
such as bird boxes or insect hotels °
maintaining gardens or growing 51%
fruit and vegetables °
upcycling old items, e.qg. sewing reusable 53%

o

shopping bags from recycled materials

Only values of 10% or higher are shown.

The data refer to 130 users.

The figures in the table indicate the distribution of responses (the percentage
of users) who selected each answer option for the given question.
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How users’ attitudes
have changed?

I do not agree not applicable

I have strengthened my sense

o

of responsibility for the natural environment 377%
I have gained motivation to make 49%
my lifestyle more sustainable °
I feel more engaged in taking action
for climate protection and contributing 45%
to a better future
I have gained the skills needed to build
environmental awareness and encourage 48%
others to act
I have made new connections with people

peop 54%

interested in environmental protection

Only values of 10% or higher are shown.

The data refer to 130 users.

The figures in the table indicate the distribution of responses (the percentage
of users) who selected each answer option for the given question.

25



All materials related to the study, including
a detailed description of the methodology,
are available in Polish at: afb.sbp.pl.
Interested individuals and institutions may
request a translation.

Check our English website at Ipa.sbp.pl.

SBP

STOWARZYSZENIE
BIBLIOTEKARZY
POLSKICH

The report shows how public libraries contribute to delivering
the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly by promoting
environmental education and engaging local communities

in climate action.

The report not only describes current initiatives but also highlights
potential areas for further development that could strengthen

libraries’ role in advancing sustainable development and environmental
protection.

Warsaw 2025 wplyw@sbp.pl

Translation, editing and graphic design:
Magdalena Paul



